The case for patch test readings beyond day 2. Notes from the lost and found department.
Additional patch test readings taken after 2 days (48 hours) are valuable in distinguishing false-positive reactions, which may occur up to 22% of the time. Second readings taken on days 3 through 7 may detect an additional 34% positive reactivity. Those reactions, both lost (initially positive, later negative) and found (initially negative, later positive) by delayed readings, require clinical correlation for relevance as do the readings that persist at and beyond day 2 (positive at both readings).